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observation was that of an epileptic, twenty-eight years of age, who had 
been suffering front epilepsy for the last ten years. During the last two 
years the attacks occurred four or five times a month and were followed by 
a state of depression and mental confusion. Patient is rather of a taciturn 
disposition, but well physically and without any degenerative stigmata. 
Nutrition good, functions of organic life normal. The morning tempera¬ 
ture was 35.2 deg. and kept low for about 18 days; during this time there 
occurred oscillations between 35.1 deg. and 36.4 deg. There was no symp¬ 
tom to indicate any abnormal condition or even slight disturbance whether 
physical or mental. The author ascribes this low temperature to some 
special condition of the metabolic processes of the epileptic. It is quite 
possible that the same toxic agent which acts on the nervous system 
producing the condition of epilepsy may be the cause of the hypothermy 
in these cases. 

n. The Condition of the Insane in Italy .—An historial essay on the 
present condition of the asylums for the insane in Italy, showing a recent 
increase in the number of the insane population of the land, and an over¬ 
crowding of the institutions for the maintenance of the insane. The 
author proposes various provisions for relieving the congestion in the 
asylums, and especially a system of family care of the insane. 

12. The Action of the Gastro-Intestinal Juice on the Spores of Asper¬ 
gillus .—This is a complement to article 5, on the relation of the spores to 
the genesis of pellagra. Alex. Rovinsky (New York). 

N EURO LOCI SCHES CENTRALBLATT 

(1903. No. 3. Feb. 1.) 

1. The Isthmostriatic Tract (or Bulbo-striatic Tract) of Pigeons. A. 

Wallenberg. 

2. A Remarkable Complication of a Case of Migraine. L. Hoeflmayr. 

3. A Contribution to the Knowledge of Disseminated Encephalomyelitis. 

E. Bancke. 

4. Ear Reflex. W. Alter. 

1. Isthmostriatic Tract .—Wallenberg failed to obtain degeneration of 
the isthmostriatic tract in a pigeon by unilateral disturbance of the cere¬ 
bellum even if the centra! nuclei of the cerebellum were involved. Division 
of the sensory root of the fifth nerve between the bulb and the Gasserian 
ganglion resulted in degeneration of the dorsal and lateral periphery of 
the nuclei. It was then possible by the Marc hi method, to trace the tract 
as far as the anterior portion of the base of the brain. In the frontal lobe 
this tract of fibers divides into four bundles, which terminate in different 
parts. The terminal sensory trigeminal nucleus, therefore, is in direct un¬ 
ion with the basis of the frontal lobe without the intermediary of the 
thalamus. 

2. Migraine.—A woman, fifty-seven years of age, who had ceased to 
menstruate six months before. Father and sister had suffered from mi¬ 
graine; one of her children was hysterical and had headache. Patient had 
migraine for forty years. Lately attacks were more frequent and constipa¬ 
tion and the menstrual flow would aggravate symptoms. Had taken large- 
doses of migrarine every day previous to special attack. This attack began 
with a pulling up of cue eye and one eyeball, hemiatropia, collapse and the 
fear of death. She was semiconscious for several days without sleeping. 
When disturbed would repeat the syllables “noten” and “nieten.” There 
was obstinate constipation and agrypnia. On the sixth day the face as¬ 
sumed an expression of pain. Twitchings of both arms and legs appeared. 
During sleep she was quiet. On the tenth day consciousness returned, after 
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which she improved slowly, but had occasional hallucinations and some 
disturbance of the field of vision. The symptoms were those of ophthalmic 
migraine and toxine infection. It is possible that coprostasis was the ex¬ 
citing cause. 

3. Disseminated encephalomyelitis. —To be continued. 

4. Ear Rcdex. —Alter describes a new skin reflex which is obtained by 
striking the ascending ramus of the inferior maxilla resulting in a vigor¬ 
ous contraction of the attoleus aurem with elevation of the ear. He found 
this in a paretic dement with left-sided facial paralysis and status epilep- 
ticus, by striking on the right side. O11 investigation he found it 19.4 per 
cent of patients with paretic dementia. It differs considerably on the two 
sides. Alter does not arrive at a definite conclusion regarding its meaning. 

(1903. No. 4, February 15.) 

1. A Contribution to the Casuistry of the Relation of Hair in Cases of 

Mental Diseases. W. Heinicke. 

2. The Biology and the Functional Activity.of the Central Nerve Cells. 

P. Kronthal. 

3. A Contribution to the Knowledge of Disseminated Encephalomyelitis. 

E. Baxcke. 

1. Hair in Mental Disease. —Henicke reports the case of a girl twenty- 
one years of age suffering from dementia pracox. Symptoms had first 
appeared at the age of thirteen. She had occasional periods of excitement, 
in one of which it was observed that the pupils were dilated ad maximum 
and that an almost silver white hand of hair passed from the forehead 
to the right parietal bene. The hair remained in this condition for four 
days and then rapidly returned to its normal condition. Three days later a 
second attack occurred, accompanied by a similar dilatation of the pupils, 
but the coloration of the same band of hair was observed one to two 
hours before attack. During the height of the attack the hair became al¬ 
most silver white. The following day it returned slowly to its normal 
blonde color. Microscopical examination showed that this change of color 
was due to the filling up of the sheath with air, and when the air was ex¬ 
pelled, the hair returned to its normal color. The manner in which the air 
accumulates cannot be determined. 

2. The Central Xerve Cells. —Kronthal begins with a consideration of 
phenomena which follow stimulation of the gray matter of the cortex. 
These he considers as due to the excitation of the nerve fibers. It is note¬ 
worthy that changes of diet do not affect the nerve cell, and that the central 
nervous system, even in starvation, suffers less than any other part of the 
body. Some substances, as narcotics, act upon nerve cells as upon other 
forms of protoplasm. Ganglion cells in the process of division have never 
been found. The hypothesis that man is born with a large mass of reserve 
cells he assumes as impossible. Kronthal occasionally has observed a 
strange cell in the nerve cell which he thinks is a leukocyte. Kronthal be¬ 
lieves. therefore, that the nerve cell is due to a coalescence of leukocytes, 
that it is no organism, and that it is not alive. The functions of the nerv¬ 
ous system are accomplished by the neurofibrils which unite the nerve fi¬ 
bers. The functions of the nerve cells have not been definitely determined. 

3. Disseminated Encephalomyelitis. —A school teacher, thirty-nine 
years of age, with mental symptoms of dementia prtecox, had meningitis 
in childhood. Five and one-half years before death she began to limp on 
left side. Examination showed excessive spasticity and contractures in left 
leg, the latter disappearing completely during chloroform narcosis. A 
plaster cast was put on, which, after 17 days, had to be removed on account 
of extensive decubitus. About a month later paralysis of the bladder and 
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rectum and lower extremities, with loss of sensation, appeared. Later still 
paralysis of the right arm. After four months she died. There was a 
fresh internal hemorrhagic pachymeningitis. Microscopically numerous 
areas of degeneration in various stages were found throughout the brain 
and cord, which are described in detail. A secondary gliosis was present 
which was characterized by the presence of large cells with oval nuclei. 
Bancke believes that the case was one of dementia praecox in which infec¬ 
tion was produced by the bedsore. T. H. Weisemburg (Philadelphia). 

MONATSSCHR1FT F. PSYCHIATRIE UND NEUROLOGIE 

(1903, April.) 

1. A Case of Isolated Agraphia. C. Wernicke. 

2. Hyperesthesia of the Nails (Onychalgia nervosa). H. Oppenheim. 

3. Epileptic Mania with Remarks upon the Loss of Ideas. H. Heil- 

BRONNER. 

4. The Origin and Course of the Oculo-Motor Nerve in the Mid-Brain. 

N. Majano. 

1. Isolated Agraphia.—A woman forty-six years of age noticed a 
gradually increasing weakness of the right hand which suddenly increased 
to paralysis of the right arm and leg with contractures. Eight days later 
there were twisting of the mouth, and complete loss of speech, although 
the patient appeared to understand what was said to her. Gradually speech 
improved and then grew gradually worse and remained stationary. At this 
time there was paralysis with spasticity of the arm and leg, anarthria, good 
repetition, and some spontaneous speech. She understood words fairly 
well, but there was complete agraphia. Memory was defective and the pa¬ 
tient remained in this condition during all the period of observation. 
Therefore the predominant symptom and the only complete one is the iso¬ 
lated agraphia. Only a few similar cases are reported in the literature. 
The characteristic of ali these cases is that the lesion is on the left side. 
Nevertheless, Wernicke does not share the opinion of Dejerine that there 
is a unilateral optic word center, at least he does not believe that the ex¬ 
istence of such a center is proved by these cases. 

2. Hyperesthesia of the Xails. —Oppenheim reports three cases char¬ 
acterized by extraordinary sensibility of the finger-nails so that even slight 
mechanical injuries caused intense pain. Even trimming the nails caused 
pain. In all cases there was congenital neurasthenia. There are a few 
references to this condition in the literature, although it does not appear 
to have been recognized as a particular form of hyperesthesia. 

3. Epileptic Mania. —Heilbronncr continues his article with a discus¬ 
sion of his cases. He calls attention to the undoubted false perception 
that sometimes occurs in epileptics, and then commences to discuss the 
flow of ideas. He does not believe that there is any necessary relation be¬ 
tween these and the readiness of speech, in fact in many cases speech 
may be distinctly inhibited although the patients complain of a continual 
series of thoughts passing through their heads; that is to say, there may be 
a flow of ideas without any motor excitement. It does not appear that the 
flow of ideas is the result merely of an increased psychological motor irri¬ 
tation, not even in mania. In this condition there is motor excitement, but 
the flow of ideas is independent of it. It is always important to compare 
the inclination to speech with the psychical representations that the patient 
has prepared. It must be admitted, however, that the whole subject is in 
a very unsatisfactory state. 

4. Oculomotor Nerve. —Majano continues his article with a careful 
study of the literature of the origin and course of the oculomotor nerve. 



